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Rt Hon Stephanie Peacock 
Member of Parliament for Barnsley South

Dear Minister,

Subject: Urgent Concern regarding threat of closure of HOME the Early Support Hub for Young People’s Mental Health in Barnsley.

Dear Stephanie Peacock,

I am writing to you as a concerned parent regarding the recent decision by the Department of Health and Social Care to cease the funding for our local Early Support Hub, HOME, which has been a lifeline for young people struggling with mental health challenges in Barnsley.

HOME has provided vital early intervention services, offering accessible, non-judgmental support to young people before their difficulties escalate into crises. For many families, including mine, it has been a place of hope—where our children could speak to trained professionals without long waiting lists or the stigma often associated with mental health care.

The closure of this service will leave a significant gap in our community. We know that mental health issues among young people are rising, and early support is proven to prevent more severe problems later. Without HOME, young people will be forced to rely on overstretched NHS and specialist services, which often involve lengthy delays and can lead to worsening conditions.

I urge you to take immediate action to reverse this decision or secure alternative transition funding to keep HOME open. Our young people deserve timely, accessible mental health support, and the cost of inaction—both human and financial—will be far greater than the investment needed to maintain this service.

Please let me know what steps you will take to protect this essential resource for our community. I would welcome the opportunity to discuss this further and share the experiences of families who have benefited from the hub.

Thank you for your attention to this urgent matter.

Yours sincerely,
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