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<Date>

Dear <name>:

I am writing to you to express my deep concern about the major threat of closure of one of its key provisions for young people – its Barnsley-based HOME Wellbeing Programme. This threat stems directly from the anticipated loss by March 2026 of all the DHSC funding for 24 Early Support Hubs across the country.

Chilypep have been working in Barnsley for over ten years, delivering a range of projects, services and support to young people as the Participation Lead for young people for the five-year Future in Mind Programme. Its Barnsley projects are now based at HOME with work taking place both within the Hub and across the town in education and community settings. At the Hub young people also access early-help support provided by a range of partners who deliver some of their services there and through partnership projects.

Recent evidence on the wider youth contexts demonstrates how crucial such provision is:

· 20 per cent of 8–25-year-olds now experience a probable mental health disorder.

· In July this year over half a million young people were waiting to access NHS treatment. 

· Between 2019 and 2024 the number of 16–24-year-olds not in employment because of mental health problems rose by 190,000 (76 per cent).     

As consistent direct feedback from the young people themselves confirms, HOME has proved for them to be a highly successful and much needed mental health early intervention and prevention Youth Access hub. The loss of this work for hundreds of Barnsley’s most disadvantaged and marginalised young people, children and families, for their future positive emotional health and wellbeing and for the wider systems will be a major blow. It will also significantly reduce Chilypep’s ‘reach’ within Barnsley as well as putting more pressure on already pressurised services including mental health, social care, education, youth justice and specialist support services.

I therefore urge you to use all the means at your disposal, not least by lobbying key ministers and others with power and influence:

· to have the decision reversed to withdraw government funding from the Hubs and ensure that this crucial youth provision can be sustained in Barnsley and indeed across the country
· to encourage ministers to consider transitions funding for the hubs until the roll out of Youth Future Hubs happens and to give further consideration to using the models that already exist for their delivery.

Yours sincerely,
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